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The Michigan Bar announced some ideas they have
for improving the state's judicial system. The bar
formed the judicial crossroads taskforce which came
up with recommendations. The taskforce says the
state can't afford the current system, so the ideas
they've come up with cut back on costs in some way.

The taskforce came up with three elements they say
will save money, but also preserve services. The first
recommendation- streamline the court system, which
includes reorganizing the entire structure on a court-
to-court basis. The second- use technology more
efficiently. They want to mandate and implement
uniform technology standards and upgrade the
current systems. Its final recommendation- fix the
justice system's "fundamental problems" by coming
up with ways to help people who can't afford legal
services and create statewide standards on fees,
fines and costs. The taskforce says these
recommendations aren't meant to put down the
current system.

Ed Pappas, judicial crossroads taskforce: "In light of
the economic times we're facing, and also in light of
the changes that have occurred with technology and
everything else, it's more of an improvement on a
good system than trying to do away with a bad
system."

The taskforce has presented these recommendations
to the Michigan Supreme Court. Now it's up to the
Supreme Court and legislature to make the changes.
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