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The Bar task force's recommendations on indigent defense -- the
results of 18 months' work -- are in line with those made by the
Michigan Campaign for Justice.

Unfortunately, a long line of governors and legislators in Michigan
have looked the other way. When innocent people are convicted
and others are convicted of unjustifiably serious offenses, it should
concern everyone -- especially taxpayers who foot the bill for
unnecessary incarceration. Getting it right at trial time is especially
important today, when appellate courts practically rubber-stamp
criminal convictions.

It's the state's responsibility to ensure that constitutional standards
for indigent defense are met. Now that those who know the criminal
justice system's shortcomings most intimately have shown them
how, it's time for Michigan legislators and governor to act.
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